Ecological Communities

. Priorities by Ecoregion
Habitat Priority - By Ecoregion

Element Name Ranks NW PT NC WC EC OK CR BM CP Protected Areas Notes

Marine Subtidal

deep subtidal mud 3 3
deep subtidal sand 3

high-energy deep subtidal cobble 3 3
high-energy deep subtidal mixed-coarse sediment el 3
high-energy deep subtidal rock el 3
high-energy shallow subtidal rock 2 2
low-energy deep subtidal rock 2 2
low-energy shallow subtidal mixed-coarse sediment 3 3
marine deep subtidal mixed-fine sediment 3 3
marine low-energy shallow subtidal rock 3 3
marine shallow subtidal mixed-fine sediment 2 2
shallow subtidal gravel 3

shallow subtidal mud 2 2

Marine Intertidal

boulder field 3 3

cobble beach 3 3
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Ecological Communities
Priorities by Ecoregion

Habitat Priority - By Ecoregion
Element Name Ranks NW PT NC WC EC OK CR BM CP Protected Areas Notes
exposed gravel beach 3 3
exposed sandy beach 3 3
marine hardpan shore 2 2
marine mixed-coarse beach 2 2
marine mud flat 2 2
marine protected rocky shore 3 3
marine semi-protected gravel beach 3 3
marine semi-protected sandy beach 2 2
partially exposed rocky shore el 3
protected mixed-fine beach 3 3
sand-scoured rocky shore 3
wave-exposed rocky shore 3

Estuarine Subtidal

estuarine deep subtidal cobble 2
estuarine deep subtidal mixed-coarse sediment 3
estuarine deep subtidal mixed-fine sediment 3 3
estuarine deep subtidal rock 3
estuarine mixed-coarse beach 2

2003 Natural Heritage Plan - Lists of Priorities Page 2 of 27



Ecological Communities
Priorities by Ecoregion

Habitat Priority - By Ecoregion
Element Name Ranks NW PT NC WC EC OK CR BM CP Protected Areas Notes
estuarine shallow subtidal cobble 2
estuarine shallow subtidal mixed-fine sediment 2 2
estuarine shallow subtidal rock 2
muddy, deep subtidal enclosed estuary 3
muddy, shallow subtidal enclosed estuary 2
muddy, shallow subtidal open estuary 2
sandy, deep subtidal enclosed estuary 3
sandy, deep subtidal open estuary el 3
sandy, shallow subtidal open estuary el 3
subtidal estuarine channel 2 2

Estuarine Intertidal

estuarine gravel beach 3

estuarine hardpan shore 2 2

estuarine mud flat 28 3 Bone River NAP, Niawiakum River
NAP, Nisqually Delta RNA, Padilla
Bay National Estuarine Research
Reserve

estuarine rocky shore 2 2

estuarine sandy beach el 3 Leadbetter Point RNA
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Habitat

Priority - By Ecoregion

Ecological Communities
Priorities by Ecoregion

Element Name

Ranks

NW PT NC WC EC OK CR BM CP

Protected Areas Notes

gravelly low marsh
high-salinity lagoon
low-energy mixed-fine beach

low-salinity high marsh

low-salinity lagoon

moderate-salinity high marsh

muddy channel/slough

sandy, high-salinity, low marsh
sandy, low-salinity, low marsh
sandy, moderate-salinity, low marsh
silty, low-salinity, low marsh

silty, moderate-salinity, low marsh

1

2
2 2
3 2

2
3 3
3 2
2 3
1 2
2 3
2 2
3 3

Cattle Point NRCA, Ebeys Landing

Bone River NAP, Elk River NRCA,
Ellsworth Creek, Humptulips River
Delta, Leadbetter Point RNA,
Niawiakum River NAP, Nisqually
Delta RNA, Skookum Inlet NAP

Foulweather Bluff

Bone River NAP, Dabob Bay NAP,
Elk River NRCA, Graveyard Spit
RNA, Kennedy Creek NAP,
Leadbetter Point RNA, Niawiakum
River NAP, Nisqually Delta RNA,
Skookum Inlet NAP

Bone River NAP, Niawiakum River
NAP, Nisqually Delta RNA
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Priority - By Ecoregion

Ecological Communities
Priorities by Ecoregion

Element Name

Ranks NW PT NC WC EC OK CR BM CP

Protected Areas Notes

transition zone wetland

Dunes and Strand

coastal spit with native vegetation

deflation plain

foredunes and secondary dunes

Westside Lowlands Conifer-Hardwood Forest

bigleaf maple-red alder/swordfern-fringecup forest
Douglas fir/vine maple forest

Douglas fir-western hemlock/cutleaf foamflower forest
Douglas fir-western hemlock/evergreen huckleberry forest

Douglas fir-western hemlock/Oregongrape forest

Douglas fir-western hemlock/Pacific rhododendron forest

1 1

1 *

2

2
G2G3S2 1
G5754S5 *
G2S2 2
G2S2 2
G4S4 3 2 * 3
G454 * 2 2

Elk River NRCA, Foulweather Bluff,
Leadbetter Point RNA, Niawiakum
River NAP

Cattle Point NRCA, Dabob Bay NAP,
Ebeys Landing, Foulweather BIuff,
Graveyard Spit RNA

Leadbetter Point RNA

Leadbetter Point RNA

Columbia Falls NAP
Mount Pickett NAP
Kitsap Forest NAP

Big Beaver RNA, Mount Pickett NAP,
Stetattle Creek RNA, Table
Mountain / Greenleaf Peak NRCA,
Thornton T. Munger RNA, Willapa
Divide NAP

Kitsap Forest NAP, Wet Weather
Creek RNA
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Habitat

Priority - By Ecoregion

Ecological Communities
Priorities by Ecoregion

Element Name Ranks NW PT NC WC EC OK CR BM CP Protected Areas Notes

Douglas fir-western hemlock/salal forest G3S2 2 Cypress Highlands NAP, Hope
Island NAP

Douglas fir-western hemlock/salal-Oregongrape forest G454 3 2 *= 3 Cedar Flats RNA, Columbia Falls
NAP, Long Creek RNA, Stetattle
Creek RNA

Douglas fir-western redcedar/salal-oceanspray forest G2S2 1

hypermaritime Douglas fir-western hemlock forest GUS2S3 * Higley Creek RNA, Jackson Creek
RNA, Quinault RNA

lodgepole pine-Sitka spruce/evergreen huckleberry forest G3S2 1

Pacific silver fir/Oregon oxalis forest G454 3 Hades Creek RNA, Willapa Divide
NAP

Pacific silver fir/salal/deerfern forest G3S3 3 Hades Creek RNA

paper birch-red alder/swordfern forest G1s1 1

red alder forest GUSS 3 3 =*= 3 Long Creek RNA, Skagit Bald Eagle
NAP

Sitka spruce/Oregon oxalis forest G3S3 3 Ellsworth Creek, Quinault RNA,
South Nemah NRCA, Twin Creek
RNA

Sitka spruce/salal forest G3S3 3 Teal Slough NRCA, South Ozette
PNAP

Sitka spruce/swordfern forest G4?S2S3 3 1 South Nemah NRCA
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Habitat

Priority - By Ecoregion

Ecological Communities
Priorities by Ecoregion

Element Name Ranks NW PT NC WC EC OK CR BM CP Protected Areas Notes

western hemlock/Alaska huckleberry forest G484 3 * 3 Big Beaver RNA, Greider Ridge
NRCA, Lake Twenty-two RNA, Long
Creek RNA, Willapa Divide NAP

western hemlock/beargrass forest G3S3 3 2

western hemlock/coolwort foamflower forest G3S3 * 3 Stetattle Creek RNA

western hemlock/devilsclub/swordfern forest G454 3 * 3 Lake Twenty-two RNA, Long Creek
RNA, Stetattle Creek RNA

western hemlock/Oregon oxalis forest G3G4S3s 3 2 Ellsworth Creek, Hendrickson
Canyon NRCA, Higley Creek RNA,
Quinault RNA

western hemlock/salal/deerfern forest G4S3 3 Ellsworth Creek, Higley Creek RNA,
Quinault RNA, South Nemah NRCA

western hemlock/swordfern forest G434 3 2 * 3 Cedar Flats RNA, Ellsworth Creek,
Hope Island NAP, Kitsap Forest
NAP, Mount Si NRCA, North Fork
Nooksack RNA, Skagit Bald Eagle
NAP, Table Mountain / Greenleaf
Peak NRCA

western hemlock/vanillaleaf forest G454 3 3 Cedar Flats RNA, Table Mountain /
Greenleaf Peak NRCA, Thornton T.
Munger RNA

western redcedar forest GUS4 3 EES Big Beaver RNA, Cedar Flats RNA

western redcedar-grand fir/swordfern forest G2s1 1 Patos Island PNAP

western redcedar-western hemlock/evergreen huckleberry G2S2 * Cedar Grove RNA

forest
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Habitat

Priority - By Ecoregion

Ecological Communities
Priorities by Ecoregion

Element Name Ranks NW PT NC WC EC OK CR BM CP Protected Areas Notes
western redcedar-western hemlock/salal/deerfern forest G4S2 1 South Nolan NRCA
Westside Oak and Dry Douglas-fir Forest and Woodland

Douglas fir/baldhip rose-oceanspray forest G2G3S2 3 2 2 Cypress Highlands NAP, Lummi
Island NAP, Lummi Island NRCA,
Mount Pickett NAP

Douglas fir/hazelnut/swordfern forest G3S3 2 Ellsworth Woods RNA

Douglas fir/salal forest G3G4S3 2 * 9 Stetattle Creek RNA

Douglas fir/salal-oceanspray forest G2G3S2 3 Bald Hill NAP, Cypress Highlands
NAP, Hat Island NRCA, Point
Doughty NAP

Douglas fir/snowberry-oceanspray forest G2s1 1 Sentinel Island

Douglas fir-grand fir/snowberry/Alaska oniongrass forest G1s1 1

Douglas fir-lodgepole pine serpentine woodland GUS1S2 EE Cypress Highlands NAP, Olivine
Bridge NAP

Douglas fir-Pacific madrone/hairy honeysuckle forest G2G3S2 1

Douglas fir-Pacific madrone/salal forest G3S2 2 Hope Island NAP, Point Doughty
NAP, West Tiger Mountain NRCA

lodgepole pine-Douglas fir/salal forest G2s1 1

Oregon white oak/long-stolon sedge-camas woodland G1s1 1 Bald Hill NAP

Oregon white oak/oval-leaf viburnum-poison-oak forest G1s1 1 Blackwater Islands RNA
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Priority - By Ecoregion

Ecological Communities
Priorities by Ecoregion

Element Name Ranks NW PT NC WC EC OK CR BM CP Protected Areas Notes

Oregon white oak/poison-oak/blue wildrye woodland G3s1 1 1

Oregon white oak-Douglas fir/snowberry forest G4S3 2 2 Oak Patch NAP, Waldron Island,
Weir Prairie RNA

Westside Grassland

montane herbaceous bald GUS4 3 2 2 Table Mountain / Greenleaf Peak
NRCA

ponderosa pine/long-stolon sedge-Roemer's fescue G1s1 1 Bower Woods RNA

woodland

red fescue-great camas-gumweed grassland G1s1 1 Ebeys Landing, Waldron Island,
Yellow Island

Roemer's fescue-field chickweed-junegrass grassland G1G2s1 1 2 Bald Hill NAP, Cypress Highlands
NAP, Cypress Island NRCA, Hat
Island NRCA, Hope Island NAP,
Mount Pickett NAP

Roemer's fescue-white-top aster grassland G1s1 2 Mima Mounds NAP, Rocky Prairie
NAP, Thirteenth Division Prairie
RNA, Weir Prairie RNA

Montane Conifer Forest
Alaska yellowcedar-mountain hemlock-Pacific silver fir GUs4? 3 * 3 Perry Creek RNA

forest
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Habitat

Priority - By Ecoregion

Ecological Communities
Priorities by Ecoregion

Element Name

Ranks NW PT NC WC EC OK CR BM CP

Protected Areas Notes

mountain hemlock/Alaska huckleberry forest

mountain hemlock/Alaska huckleberry-avalanche lily forest
mountain hemlock/beargrass forest

mountain hemlock/big huckleberry forest

mountain hemlock/Cascades azalea forest

mountain hemlock/copper-bush woodland

mountain hemlock/smooth woodrush forest

noble fir forest

Pacific silver fir/Alaska huckleberry forest

Pacific silver fir/Alaska huckleberry-avalanche lily forest

GUS5 3 * 3

G3G4S3 3 2

G3S3 3 3 3 3
GUS5 3 3 * 3
(G4S3 3 * 3 3 2
G3G4S2 2

G5S3 3 3 3
GUS4 1 2 *

GUS5 3 * *

G3S3 3

Greider Ridge NRCA, Mount
Pilchuck NRCA, Mount Si NRCA,
Skagit Bald Eagle NAP

Mount Si NRCA, Cedar Creek PRNA

Butter Creek RNA, Morning Star
NRCA, Mount Pilchuck NRCA

Boston Glacier RNA, Eldorado Creek
RNA, Mount Si NRCA, Steamboat
Mountain RNA, Stetattle Creek
RNA, Cedar Creek PRNA

Greider Ridge NRCA, Mount
Pilchuck NRCA

Cedar Creek PRNA

Butter Creek RNA, Goat Marsh RNA,
Sister Rocks RNA, Table Mountain /
Greenleaf Peak NRCA

Arlecho Creek, Big Beaver RNA,
Butter Creek RNA, Greider Ridge
NRCA, Lake Twenty-two RNA, Long
Creek RNA, Mount Pilchuck NRCA,
North Fork Nooksack RNA, Sister
Rocks RNA, Skagit Bald Eagle NAP,
Stetattle Creek RNA
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Priority - By Ecoregion

Ecological Communities
Priorities by Ecoregion

Element Name Ranks NW PT NC WC EC OK CR BM CP Protected Areas Notes

Pacific silver fir/Alaska huckleberry-coolwort foamflower G4s4 3 3 3 Mount Pilchuck NRCA, Mount Si

forest NRCA

Pacific silver fir/Alaska huckleberry-Oregongrape forest G454 3 el 3

Pacific silver fir/beargrass forest GUS4S5 3 el 3

Pacific silver fir/big huckleberry forest GUS5 3 *  x 3 Eldorado Creek RNA, North Fork
Nooksack RNA, Pyramid Lake RNA,
Steamboat Mountain RNA, Cedar
Creek PRNA

Pacific silver fir/Cascades azalea forest G5S5 3 el 3 BB Butter Creek RNA, Cedar Creek
PRNA

Pacific silver fir/coolwort foamflower forest G454 3 *  x Arlecho Creek, Butter Creek RNA,
Skagit Bald Eagle NAP, Stetattle
Creek RNA

Pacific silver fir/devilsclub forest G5S5 3 *  x Arlecho Creek, Butter Creek RNA,
Greider Ridge NRCA, Morning Star
NRCA, Stetattle Creek RNA

Pacific silver fir/dwarf blackberry forest G4S354 2

Pacific silver fir/fool's huckleberry forest G454 * 3 Butter Creek RNA, Sister Rocks
RNA, Cedar Creek PRNA

Pacific silver fir/Oregongrape forest G454 el 3

Pacific silver fir/Pacific rhododendron forest GUS354 3 2

Pacific silver fir/salal forest G4s4 3 3 3 Morning Star NRCA, Mount Pilchuck

NRCA, Thornton T. Munger RNA
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Habitat

Ecological Communities
Priorities by Ecoregion

Element Name

Ranks NW PT NC WC EC OK CR BM CP

Protected Areas Notes

Pacific silver fir/swordfern forest

subalpine fir/beargrass forest

subalpine fir/big huckleberry forest

subalpine fir/Cascades azalea woodland

subalpine fir/grouse huckleberry forest

subalpine fir/pinegrass forest

subalpine fir/Queen's cup forest

subalpine fir/Sitka valerian forest
subalpine fir/twinflower forest

thimbleberry/fireweed shrubland

Subalpine Parkland

mountain heather/subalpine lupine dwarf shrubland

G4S4 3 3 3

G5S3 3 3
G454 * Sl 3 B
G454 3 3 *
G554 3 3 2
G4G554 3 3
G5S3 3 3
G3S3 3 3

G4S4 3 =*
G4S4 3 * 3

G47S4 3 3 *

Morning Star NRCA

Round Top Mountain RNA, Salmo
RNA, Bunchgrass Meadows PRNA

Loomis NRCA, Steamboat Mountain
RNA, Wet Weather Creek RNA

Chopaka Mountain NAP, Loomis
NRCA, Round Top Mountain RNA,
Salmo RNA, Bunchgrass Meadows
PRNA

Chopaka Mountain NAP, Loomis
NRCA, Roger Lake RNA

Maitlen Creek RNA

Green Mountain PRNA
Maitlen Creek RNA

Stetattle Creek RNA
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Priority - By Ecoregion

Ecological Communities
Priorities by Ecoregion

Element Name

Ranks NW PT NC WC EC OK CR BM CP

Protected Areas Notes

mountain hemlock/red mountainheather-blueleaf
huckleberry woodland

red mountainheather-blueleaf huckleberry dwarf shrubland

Sitka valerian-American false hellebore meadow

Sitka valerian-showy sedge meadow
subalpine fir/Oregon boxwood woodland
subalpine fir/smooth woodrush woodland
subalpine fir/subalpine lupine woodland
subalpine larch/blueleaf huckleberry woodland
subalpine sagebrush parkland

western cassiope-red mountainheather dwarf shrubland

whitebark pine woodland

Alpine

alpine wetland

dry alpine mosaic

G554 3 * 3

G454 3 *  *

G454 3 * 3

G454 3 3 3

G454 3 3

G5S3 3 3

G2S2 3

G3S3 3 3

GUS2 2 2

G5S5 3 * 3

GUS3 1 2 2 2 2 1
3 3 3 3

GUS4 3 3

Boston Glacier RNA, Greider Ridge
NRCA, Morning Star NRCA, Mount
Pilchuck NRCA, Ronald J. Taylor
RNA, Stetattle Creek RNA

Butter Creek RNA, Perry Creek RNA

North Fork Nooksack RNA, Stetattle
Creek RNA

Loomis NRCA

Tiffany Mountain PRNA

Greider Ridge NRCA, Morning Star
NRCA, Ronald J. Taylor RNA, Silver
Lake RNA

Loomis NRCA

Chopaka Mountain NAP, Loomis
NRCA
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Priority - By Ecoregion

Ecological Communities
Priorities by Ecoregion

Element Name Ranks NW PT NC WC EC OK CR BM CP Protected Areas Notes

green fescue grassland GUS4 3 2 3 Butter Creek RNA, Round Top
Mountain RNA

maritime alpine mosaic GUS4 = 3 Boston Glacier RNA, Ronald J.
Taylor RNA, Silver Lake RNA,
Stetattle Creek RNA

Roemer's fescue-spreading phlox grassland G2S2 +

Lodgepole Pine Forest and Woodland

lodgepole pine forest GUS5 * 3 3 * 3 Baird Basin RNA, Big Beaver RNA,
Chewuch River RNA, Chopaka
Mountain NAP, Goat Marsh RNA,
Loomis NRCA, Stetattle Creek RNA,
Varline Grove RNA

lodgepole pine/big huckleberry forest G4754 3 + Elk Flats - Wenaha Breaks PRNA

lodgepole pine/grouse huckleberry forest G5SR 3 3 *

lodgepole pine/grouse huckleberry-pinegrass forest G3QSR 3 3

Eastside Mixed Conifer Forest

Douglas fir/bearberry woodland G3G4S3S 3 Maple Mountain PRNA

Douglas fir/bearberry-antelope bitterbrush woodland G37S3 2

Douglas fir/big huckleberry forest G3S3 2 3 Maple Mountain PRNA
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Priority - By Ecoregion

Ecological Communities
Priorities by Ecoregion

Element Name

Ranks

NW PT NC WC EC OK CR BM CP

Protected Areas Notes

Douglas fir/ninebark forest

Douglas fir/ninebark-twinflower forest

Douglas fir/pinegrass woodland

Douglas fir/snowberry forest

Douglas fir-grand fir/oceanspray forest

grand fir/big huckleberry forest

grand fir/big huckleberry/vanillaleaf forest

grand fir/elk sedge woodland

grand fir/ninebark forest

grand fir/Oregongrape forest

G5S3

G454

G5S5

G554

G2G3S3

G3G4S3

G3S3

G4?54

G3G4S2

G3S3

Baird Basin RNA, Dishman Hills
NRCA, Maitlen Creek RNA, Spring
Creek Canyon NAP, Elks Flats -
Wenaha Breaks PRNA, Maple
Mountain PRNA, Mill Creek
Watershed PRNA, Onion Ridge PNAP

Maple Mountain PRNA and Onion
Ridge PNAP

Chewuch River RNA, Eldorado
Creek RNA, Maitlen Creek RNA,
Meeks Table RNA, Thirteen Mile
Ponds PRNA, Fire Mountain PRNA,
and Maple Mountain PRNA

Dishman Hills NRCA, Ragged Ridge
NAP, Maple Mountain PRNA, Mill
Creek Watershed PRNA, and
Thirteen Mile Ponds PRNA

Klickitat Scenic River NRCA

Pataha Bunchgrass RNA, Rainbow
Creek RNA

Monte Cristo RNA, Dry Creek PNAP

Eldorado Creek RNA, Meeks Table
RNA, Dry Creek PNAP

Ragged Ridge NAP

Monte Cristo RNA
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Priority - By Ecoregion

Ecological Communities
Priorities by Ecoregion

Element Name

Ranks NW PT NC WC EC OK CR BM CP

Protected Areas Notes

grand fir/Pacific yew forest

grand fir/Queen's cup forest

grand fir/vanillaleaf forest

grand fir/vine maple forest

grand fir/vine maple-vanillaleaf forest

serpentine barrens

subalpine fir/bunchberry dogwood forest

western hemlock/five-leaved red bramble forest

western hemlock/fools huckleberry forest

western hemlock/Oregongrape - bigleaf huckleberry forest

western hemlock/Queen's cup forest

western hemlock/wild sarsaparilla forest

western larch forest

western redcedar/devilsclub forest

G251 +
G5S3 1 2 3
G3S3 3

G4S3 3

GUS3 2

GUS2 3

G3G4S3S 2 3
G2S2 2
G2S2 3
G454 2

G4S3 +
G3S3 2
GUS4 1 + * *
G352S3 +

Elk Flats - Wenaha Breaks PRNA

Maitlen Creek RNA, Ragged Ridge
NAP

Monte Cristo RNA, Dry Creek PNAP
Fish Lake Bog RNA, Klickitat Scenic
River NRCA, Monte Cristo RNA,
Chiwaukum Creek PRNA

Monte Cristo RNA, Dry Creek PNAP

Eldorado Creek RNA

Salmo RNA
Salmo RNA
Fish Lake Bog RNA

Maitlen Creek RNA, Ragged Ridge
NAP, Salmo RNA

Baird Basin RNA, Maitlen Creek
RNA, Rainbow Creek RNA, Varline
Grove RNA, Maple Mountain PRNA,
Fire Mountain PRNA

Salmo RNA
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Ecological Communities
Priorities by Ecoregion

Element Name Ranks NW PT NC WC EC OK CR BM CP Protected Areas Notes

western redcedar/Queen's cup forest G4S4 1 2 Maitlen Creek RNA

western redcedar/wild sarsaparilla forest G2S2 2 Onion Ridge PNAP

western white pine forest G10S10 * Rainbow Creek RNA

western white pine/Queen's cup forest G10S10 * Salmo RNA

Upland Aspen Forest

guaking aspen forest GUS354 3 * Cleveland Shrub Steppe NAP, Pine

Creek RNA, Turnbull Pine RNA
Ponderosa Pine and Eastside Oak Forest and Woodland

Oregon white oak-ponderosa pine forest GUS4 2 2 Badger Gulch NAP, Cleveland Shrub
Steppe NAP, Columbia Hills NAP,
Rock Creek, Wahkaicus Oaks

ponderosa pine/antelope bitterbrush woodland G3G5S3 1 2 Davis Canyon NAP, Entiat Slopes
NAP, Spring Creek Canyon NAP

ponderosa pine/bluebunch wheatgrass woodland G4s1 1 1 1 Pinecroft NAP, Maple Mountain
PRNA

ponderosa pine/ldaho fescue woodland G4S2 2 2 B2 Baird Basin RNA, Dishman Hills
NRCA, Pine Creek RNA, Pinecroft
NAP, Turnbull Pine RNA, Maple
Mountain PRNA

ponderosa pine/needle-and-thread woodland G1s1 1 1 Upper Deep Creek NAP
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Ecological Communities
Priorities by Ecoregion

Element Name Ranks NW PT NC WC EC OK CR BM CP Protected Areas Notes
ponderosa pine/ninebark forest G2S1 2 1 Pinecroft NAP, Smoot Hill BSA
ponderosa pine/snowberry forest G251 2 BB 2 Dishman Hills NRCA, Pine Creek
RNA, Pinecroft NAP, Turnbull Pine
RNA
ponderosa pine-Douglas fir/antelope bitterbrush woodland G3S3 2 3 Barker Mountain NAP, Wolf Creek
RNA
Western Juniper and Mountain Mahogany Woodland
Curl-leaf Mountain-mahogany / ldaho Fescue Woodland G3s1 1
Eastside Canyon Shrubland
netleaf hackberry/bluebunch wheatgrass woodland G251 1
smooth sumac/bluebunch wheatgrass shrubland G2S2 1 1 Methow Rapids NAP, Riverside
Breaks NAP
Eastside Grassland
bluebunch wheatgrass-ldaho fescue Palouse grassland G1G2s1 2 Columbia Hills NAP, Kahlotus
Ridgetop NAP
bluebunch wheatgrass-Sandberg's bluegrass grassland G3S3 2 1 Badger Gulch NAP, Columbia Hills
NAP, Kramer Palouse BSA,
Rainbow Creek RNA, Rock Creek
Idaho fescue/Nootka rose grassland G1s1 1
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Ecological Communities
Priorities by Ecoregion

Element Name Ranks NW PT NC WC EC OK CR BM CP Protected Areas Notes

Idaho fescue/snowberry grassland G1s1 3 Campus Prairie BSA, Kramer
Palouse BSA, Magnuson Butte,
Smoot Hill BSA

Idaho fescue-bluebunch wheatgrass grassland G4S2 2 * Pataha Bunchgrass RNA, Pinecroft
NAP

Idaho fescue-buckwheat bald G2S2 2 2 Ragged Ridge NAP, Maple Mountain
PRNA

Idaho fescue-houndstongue hawkweed grassland G1G2s1 * Badger Gulch NAP, Columbia Hills
NAP, Rock Creek

needle-and-thread-Sandberg's bluegrass grassland G3s1 1

red threeawn-Sandberg's bluegrass grassland G3s1 1

rough fescue-ldaho fescue grassland G3s1 1 1 1

sand dropseed-Sandberg's bluegrass grassland (G2S1S2 2

Sandberg's bluegrass-one spike oatgrass grassland G3SP 3

Shrub-steppe

antelope bitterbrush/bluebunch wheatgrass shrub steppe G3S2 3 2 Barker Mountain NAP, Davis Canyon
NAP, Methow Rapids NAP,
Riverside Breaks NAP

antelope bitterbrush/Idaho fescue shrub steppe G3G5S3 1 3 * Barker Mountain NAP, Cleveland
Shrub Steppe NAP, Davis Canyon
NAP, Wolf Creek RNA

antelope bitterbrush/Indian rice grass dune complex Gi1s1 1

2003 Natural Heritage Plan - Lists of Priorities

Page 19 of 27



Habitat

Priority - By Ecoregion

Ecological Communities
Priorities by Ecoregion

Element Name Ranks NW PT NC WC EC OK CR BM CP Protected Areas Notes

antelope bitterbrush/needle-and-thread shrub steppe G2s1 1 1

big sagebrush/bluebunch wheatgrass shrub steppe G5S3 3 Beezley Hills, Castle Rock NAP,
Rattlesnake Hills RNA, The 2-
Steppe NAP, Quincy Breaks PRNA

big sagebrush/ldaho fescue shrub steppe G40S3 3 Beezley Hills, Lind Shrub Steppe,
Marcellus Shrub Steppe NAP

big sagebrush/needle-and-thread shrub steppe G251 1 1 Castle Rock NAP, Davis Canyon
NAP, Hiawatha Sageflats PRNA

big sagebrush/Sandberg's bluegrass shrubland G4S3 3 Rattlesnake Hills RNA

low sagebrush/ldaho fescue dwarf shrubland G5S2 3 Colockum Spur NAP, Meeks Table
RNA, Thompson Clover RNA

threetip sagebrush/bluebunch wheatgrass shrub steppe G2G3S1 2 Castle Rock NAP, Rattlesnake Hills
RNA

threetip sagebrush/ldaho fescue shrub steppe G3S3 2 3 Barker Mountain NAP, Beezley Hills,
Castle Rock NAP, Davis Canyon
NAP, Entiat Slopes NAP, Marcellus
Shrub Steppe NAP, Rattlesnake
Hills RNA, Seaton Canyon

threetip sagebrush/needle-and-thread shrub steppe G1s1 1 1 Castle Rock NAP, Rattlesnake Hills
RNA

Dwarf Shrub-steppe
bushy buckwheat/Oregon double bladderpod scabland G2S2 1
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Ecological Communities
Priorities by Ecoregion

Element Name Ranks NW PT NC WC EC OK CR BM CP Protected Areas Notes

Douglas' buckwheat/Sandberg's bluegrass scabland G4S2 * Cleveland Shrub Steppe NAP,
Columbia Hills NAP

northern buckwheat/Sandberg's bluegrass scabland G3S2 3 Spring Creek Canyon NAP

rock buckwheat/Sandberg's bluegrass scabland G3S2S3 3 Rattlesnake Hills RNA

snow buckwheat/Sandberg's bluegrass scabland G3S3 2

stiff sagebrush/Sandberg's bluegrass dwarf shrubland G4S354 3 3 Beezley Hills, Cleveland Shrub
Steppe NAP, Marcellus Shrub
Steppe NAP, The 2-Steppe NAP,
Quincy Breaks PRNA

thyme buckwheat/Sandberg's bluegrass scabland G3S3 3 Castle Rock NAP, Rattlesnake Hills
RNA

winterfat/Sandberg's bluegrass dwarf shrubland G3s1 2 Rattlesnake Hills RNA

Desert Playa and Salt Scrub Shrubland

alkali saltgrass grassland G5S1? 1 Lower Crab Creek NAP

black greasewood/alkali saltgrass shrubland G4S2 2 Lower Crab Creek NAP

giant wildrye-alkali saltgrass grassland G3s1 1

low elevation alkali wetland 1 1

low elevation saline wetland 1 1

spiny hopsage/Sandberg's bluegrass shrubland G1s1 1 Rattlesnake Hills RNA
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Habitat

Priority - By Ecoregion

Ecological Communities
Priorities by Ecoregion

Element Name Ranks NW PT NC WC EC OK CR BM CP Protected Areas Notes
Riparian

(quaking aspen phase)-black hawthorn/cow-parsnip G1s1 1 Kramer Palouse BSA, Rose Creek

shrubland

black cottonwood/western waterhemlock forest Gi1s1 1

black cottonwood-bigleaf maple forest GUS2S3 2 1 2 Nisqually Floodplain RNA

black cottonwood-Oregon ash forest GUS2S3 2 1 * Pierce Island, White Island NAP

black cottonwood-red alder forest GUS2S3 2 1 2 2

black hawthorn/snowberry shrubland G3S2 1 Campus Prairie BSA

cold spring 3 3 * 3 3 3 3 3 3 Moxee Bog, North Bay NAP, North
Fork Nooksack RNA, Rattlesnake
Hills RNA, Silver Lake RNA

Engelmann spruce/common horsetail forest G4S3 E ) Chewuch River RNA, Chopaka
Mountain NAP

grand fir/ladyfern forest G3QSs2 + Mill Creek Watershed PRNA

hot spring 2 2 3 2 2 1

Oregon white oak-Oregon ash/snowberry forest G2S2 1 Thirteenth Division Prairie RNA

overflow plain 1 1 Blackwater Islands RNA

Peachleaf willow woodland GUS3s4 1 Rattlesnake Hills RNA

guaking aspen riparian forest GUSs4 1 2 1 1

2003 Natural Heritage Plan - Lists of Priorities

Page 22 of 27



Habitat

Priority - By Ecoregion

Ecological Communities
Priorities by Ecoregion

Element Name

Ranks NW PT NC WC EC OK CR BM CP

Protected Areas Notes

red alder / Pacific ninebark forest

Sitka alder-vine maple shrubland

syringa riparian shrubland
water birch riparian shrubland
waterfall and associated spray zone

white alder forest

Freshwater Wetlands

Columbia River Gorge wetland

forested sphagnum bog

freshwater tidal surge plain wetland

G1s1 1
G4G5S4S 3 B .
G2S2 1
GUS3 1
3 3 3
GUS3 1 2
2
N 1 B 2
2 1

Mill Creek Watershed PRNA
Butter Creek RNA, Greider Ridge
NRCA, Lake Twenty-two RNA,
Mount Pilchuck NRCA, Stetattle
Creek RNA

McCartney Creek

McCartney Creek

Columbia Falls NAP

Badger Gulch NAP, Rock Creek

Pierce Island

Clearwater Bogs NAP, Copalis
River, Shumocher Creek NAP,
South Nolan Old Growth NRCA

Chehalis River Surge Plain NAP,
Grays Bay Wetlands, White Island
NAP

2003 Natural Heritage Plan - Lists of Priorities

Page 23 of 27



Ecological Communities
Priorities by Ecoregion

Habitat

Element Name Ranks NW PT NC WC EC OK CR BM CP Protected Areas Notes

low elevation freshwater wetland 2 1 3 2 3 2 2 2 2 Bald Hill NAP, Big Beaver RNA,
Black River, Carlisle Bog NAP,
Cedar Flats RNA, Cypress
Highlands NAP, Cypress Island
NRCA, Devils Lake NRCA, Fish Lake
Bog RNA, Lake Hancock, Lake
Louise NRCA, Moxee Bog, North
Bay NAP, Shumocher Creek NAP,
Snoqualmie Bog N

low elevation sphagnum bog 3 2 3 2 2 Big Beaver RNA, Carlisle Bog NAP,
Clearwater Bogs NAP, Copalis
River, Devils Lake NRCA, Fish Lake
Bog RNA, Killebrew Lake NAP, Kings
Lake Bog NAP, Lake Hancock, North
Bay NAP, Snoqualmie Bog NAP,
South Nolan Old Growth NRCA

marl fen 1 Halliday Fen RNA

mid-elevation freshwater wetland 3 3 3 1 1 2 Dailey Prairie NAP, Goat Marsh
RNA, Little Pend Oreille River NAP,
Mount Pilchuck NRCA, Mount Si
NRCA, Steamboat Mountain RNA,
Trout Lake NAP, Thirteen Mile
Ponds. PRNA, Hall Ponds PRNA

mid-elevation sphagnum bog 3 3 3 1 Dailey Prairie NAP, Mount Pilchuck

NRCA, Steamboat Mountain RNA,
Bunchgrass Meadows PRNA

Seep BN 3 SN 3 EE 3 SN S S

Sitka spruce-red alder/skunkcabbage forest 2 South Nemah NRCA
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Ecological Communities
Priorities by Ecoregion

Habitat Priority - By Ecoregion

Element Name Ranks NW PT NC WC EC OK CR BM CP Protected Areas Notes

subalpine freshwater wetland 3 = 3 3 3 3 Butter Creek RNA, Mount Pilchuck
NRCA, Stetattle Creek RNA

subalpine sphagnum bog 3 3 3 2 2 1 Roger Lake RNA

tufted hairgrass meadow G4S3 2 2 2 2 1 Elk Flats Meadow PRNA

vernal pond GUS2 1 2 2 1 Castle Rock NAP, Marcellus Shrub
Steppe NAP

western redcedar-western hemlock/skunkcabbage forest G37S2 28 1 BEN 3 Cedar Flats RNA, Snoqualmie Bog
NAP, Stetattle Creek RNA, Table
Mountain / Greenleaf Peak NRCA

Open Water - Lakes, Rivers, Streams

alpine lake 3 2 2 Silver Lake RNA

alpine permanent pond 3 el 3 3

backwater area 2 2 Nisqually Floodplain RNA

low elevation alkali pond/lake 1 1

low elevation lake o8 1 PN > Bl 1 B 2

low elevation permanent pond 2 1 3 2 1 1 1 1 Big Beaver RNA, Carlisle Bog NAP,
Cypress Highlands NAP, Kings Lake
Bog NAP, Snoqualmie Bog NAP

low elevation saline pond/lake 2 2 Hot Lake RNA
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Ecological Communities
Priorities by Ecoregion

Habitat

Element Name Ranks NW PT NC WC EC OK CR BM CP Protected Areas Notes

low elevation stream 2 1 3 2 1 1 1 2 1 Badger Gulch NAP, Big Beaver RNA,
Castle Rock NAP, Columbia Falls
NAP, Long Creek RNA, Quinault
RNA, Rattlesnake Hills RNA,
Stetattle Creek RNA

mid-elevation lake 3 3 3 1 3 Lake Twenty-two RNA, Lily Lake
PRNA

mid-elevation permanent pond 3 3 3 2 3 2 2 Goat Marsh RNA, Pyramid Lake
RNA, Steamboat Mountain RNA,
Cedar Creek PRNA, Bunchgrass
Meadows PRNA

mid-elevation serpentine stream * Eldorado Creek RNA

mid-elevation stream 3 * 3 3 3 3 3 Chewuch River RNA, Chopaka
Mountain NAP, Entiat Slopes NAP,
Lake Twenty-two RNA, Little Pend
Oreille River NAP, Maitlen Creek
RNA, North Fork Nooksack RNA,
Perry Creek RNA, Pyramid Lake
RNA, Rainbow Creek RNA, Salmo
RNA, Trout Lake NAP, Wet Weather
Creek, Lily Lake PRNA, Mill Creek
Watershed PRNA

pothole ponds 3 Pine Creek RNA, Turnbull Pine RNA

subalpine lake 3 * 3 2 2 Butter Creek RNA, Stetattle Creek
RNA
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Element Name

Ranks

NW PT NC WC EC OK CR BM CP

Protected Areas Notes

subalpine permanent pond

subalpine stream

Boston Glacier RNA, Butter Creek
RNA, Chopaka Mountain NAP,
Roger Lake RNA, Stetattle Creek
RNA, Cedar Creek PRNA

Boston Glacier RNA, Butter Creek
RNA, Silver Lake RNA, Stetattle
Creek RNA
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